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Listing of claims: 

1* (Currently amended) A method for using a color scheme to communicate 
information associated with an event and related to the integration of hardware and software in a 
computing device, comprising: 

receiving an event at the computing device, the event corresponding to a software 
element that has an associated color scheme; 

determining a color value associated with the event, the color value corresponding 
to the color scheme of the software elemen t, wherein a change to the color scheme of the 
software element results in a change in the color value: 

converting the color value to a duty cycle percentage: and 
illuminating a hardware element according to the duty cvde perrpntaop-. a t- l e ast 
on e of th e color sch e me aosoeiated with the software olomont and th e color value of the ovont , 
wherein i lluminating the illuminated hardware element communicates the information associated 
with the even t, and furthor - wfa e r e in th e information comprioo& - a t- l e ast - on e- of: poroonal 
p r e fer e nc e s associat e d - with a uoor of th e- computing device and a branding e l e ment aso e ei a tod 
with th e e vent . 

2. (Original) The method of Claim 1 , wherein the software element is a display 

on a user interface of the computing device. 

3. (Original) The method of Claim 1, wherein the computing device is a 

communications device. 

4. (Original) The method of Claim 1, wherein the hardware element is at least 

one of a keypad, a software-defined soft key, a fascia, a lens, an antenna, and an accessory of a 
communications device. 

5. (Cancelled) 
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6. (Original) The method of Claim 1, wherein illuminating the hardware 

element further comprises illuminating an illuminating element, wherein the illuminating 
element is at least one of a tri-colored light emitting diode and an electro-luminescence light. 

7. (Original) The method of Claim 1, wherein the event is at least one of an 

incoming call, a calendar reminder, a guide for user action, an indicator of available actions, a 
notice of availability of a new wireless network, a notice of loss of connectivity, and a user- 
instigated action. 

8. (Original) The method of Claim 1, wherein the color scheme changes to 

communicate information corresponding to elapsed time associated with the event. 

9. (Currently amended) A system for using a color scheme to communicate 
information associated with an event and related to the integration of hardware and software in a 
computing device, comprising: 

a memory of the computing device that is arranged to receive an event, the event 
corresponding to a software element that has an associated color schem e, wherein the color 
scheme corresponds to a color value such that the color value changes when the color scheme of 
the software element is changed : 

an illuminating element coupled to the memory; and 
a hardware element coupled to the illuminadng element, wherein: 
the color value is converted to a duty cycle percentage: 
the illuminating element illuminates the hardware element according to 
the duty cycle percentage e o l or - sch e m e when the event is received to communicate the 
information associated with the event- rand 

the information - compris e s at l e ast ono of: poroonal - pr e f e renceo ospooiatod 
with - a ucor of th e- computing device and a branding element associat e d with th e e ve n t . 
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10. (Original) The system of Claim 9, wherein the software element is a display 
on a user interface of the computing device. 

11. (Original) The system of Claim 9, wherein the computing device is a 
communications device. 

12. (Original) The system of Claim 9, wherein the hardware element is at least 
one of a keypad, a software-defined soft key, a fascia, a lens, an antenna, and an accessory of the 
communications device. 

13. (Original) The system of Claim 9, wherein a color value associated with the 
event is defined in the memory, and wherein the illuminating element illuminates the hardware 
element based on the color value. 

14. (Original) The system of Claim 9, wherein the illuminating element is at least 

one of a tri-colored light emitting diode and an electro-luminescence light. 

15. (Cancelled) 

16. (Original) The system of Claim 9, wherein the event is at least one of an 
incoming call, a calendar reminder, a guide for user action, an indication of available actions, a 
notice of availability of a new wireless network, a notice of loss of connectivity, and a user- 
instigated action. 

17. (Original) The system of Claim 9, wherein the color scheme changes to 
communicate information corresponding to elapsed time associated with the event. 
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18. (Currently amended) A system for using a color scheme to communicate 
information associated with an event and related to the integration of hardware and software in a 
computing device, comprising: 

means for receiving an event at the computing device, the event corresponding to 
a software element that has an associated color scheme; 

means for determining a color value associated with the event, the color value 
corresponding to the color scheme of the software elemen t, wherein a change to the color scheme 
of the software element results in a change in the color value : 

means for converting the color value to a duty cycle percentage: and 
means for illuminating a hardware element according to the duty cycle percentage 
at least one of tho color ochome associated wi th - tho - softworo olomonr and th e color value of tho 
e v e nt , wherein the illuminated hardware element communicates i oilluminat e d tn c ommunt ft Mft 
the information associated with the eventr and further wher e in - tho - information - compris e o at le ast 
e n e- of: p e rsonal pr e f e renc e s associated with q poor of th e computing - dovico and a brand ing 
e l e m e nt associat e d with tho ovont . 

19. (Cancelled) 

20. (Original) The system of claim 18, wherein the computing device is a 
communications device. 

21. (New) The method of Claim 1, wherein the information communicated by 

the color scheme is at least one of a functional feature associated with the computing device, 
personal preferences associated with a user of the computing device, and a branding element 
associated with the event. 

22. (New) The system of Claim 9, wherein the information communicated by 

the color scheme includes at least one of a functional feature associated with the computing 
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device, personal preferences associated with a user of the computing device, and a branding 
element associated with the event. 

23. (New) The system of claim 18, wherein the information communicated by 

the color scheme is at least one of a functional feature associated with the computing device, 
personal preferences associated with a user of the computing device, and a branding element 
associated with the event. 
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